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Dr. Chen is a Professor Emeritus in the Department of Health Education and Behavior at 

the University of Florida. Previously, he served as Department Chair and Associate Dean 

for Research and Academic Affairs of the College of Health and Human Performance. 

Dr. Chen has filled several leadership roles in prominent organizations in his profession. 

He was selected to serve as consultant for the World Bank and the United Nations 

Development Project in China in 1990 and 1992. He was also invited to serve as 

consultant for many Asian countries including serving as Scientific Advisor on scientific 

matters related to substance use and abuse prevention for the National Narcotic Bureau, 

Department of Health, Taiwan, the Republic of China. From 2001-2003 and 2010-2015, 

he was invited to serve as External Examiner for the Master of Health Education Program 

at the Hong Kong Chinese University. In addition to consultations internationally, he was 

elected to serve as Vice-President for Scientific Development and Technical Assistance 

for the North American Region Office (NARO) of the International Union for Health 

Promotion and Education (IUHPE) 2001-2004 and again for Vice-President for Financial 

Affairs for NARO/IUHPE 2004-2007 and 2007-2010. At the national level, he served as 

Chair for the Caucus of Asian American within the American Public Health Association 

(APHA) 1987-1997. He was elected to serve on the Board of Directors for the CHES 

(Certified Health Education Specialist) Certification Board 1994-1999. In 2007, he was 

elected to serve as member of Board of Commissioner (BOC) at large for a 5-year term 

for the National Commission for Health Education Certification, Inc and was elected as 

Chair of BOC 2009-2011. At the state level, he has served on many health-related task 

forces and committees including the Florida Tobacco Prevention and Control Program 

Disparities Strategic Planning Committee and Florida Viral Hepatitis Council. As results 

of his professional contributions and leadership experiences, Dr. Chen has been a 

recipient of many awards including the Presidential Award and Professional Service 

Award of the American Association for Health Education. In the area of research and 

scholarship, Dr. Chen has made significant contributions to the health education 

profession in the past 30 years. Dr. Chen is a Fellow in the American Association for 

Health Education and has served as Editor for the International Electronic Journal of 

Health Education for seven years (2006-2013). In addition, he also served as Co-Guest 

Editor for a special issue on Tobacco Control among Asian Americans and Pacific 

Islanders for the Journal of Health Promotion and Practice (2013). His research focused 

primarily on health behavior, alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs use and abuse prevention, 

and health education/health promotion program evaluation. He has published more than 

100 articles, abstracts, books and monographs. Likewise, he has made numeral 

professional presentations at international, national, and regional meetings. His research 

was supported by more than 2 million US dollars in the past twenty years. Dr. Chen was 

recognized in 1995 for excellence in scholarship with receipt of the International Council 

for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Sport and Dance (ICHPER.SD) Biennial 

Distinguished Scholar Award.  


